02/11/04
DETAILS RELEASED IN RANDOLPH COUNTY SHOOTING 

(Winchester, IN)--New details have come out in that Randolph County shooting. 35-year-old Janet Blakeslee was scheduled to appear in Randolph Circuit Court Tuesday afternoon. Blakeslee asked for and was granted a two-week continuance to get an attorney. Blakeslee is accused of killing the father of two of her five children, Donald Saunders, at the Randolph Center for Family Opportunity on Monday afternoon.

 New details indicate the shooting happened as Saunders and Blakeslee were being led into a private room at that building, so that Saunders could see his children for the first time since last November. Saunders began to walk in ahead of Blakeslee. She allegedly pulled out a revolver and emptied it into Saunders' back, hitting him in the upper torso and head. At the time, five of Blakeslee's children were waiting in a van outside with their grandfather. They have been placed with foster parents. The couple had battled for custody for months. Saunders won a key battle in court just hours before the shooting. Also, it was determined the two were never really married, even though the two told family and friends they had gotten married in Tennessee. Blakeslee remained in the Randolph County Jail Wednesday morning.
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WINCHESTER, Ind. -- A man who allegedly was slain by his ex-wife at a social services center was there to see their children as part of court-ordered visitation, police said Tuesday. 

Police said Janet L. Blakeslee, 35, of Losantville, fatally shot Donald E. Saunders on the second floor of the Randolph County Center for Family Opportunity on Monday afternoon. 

	


Blakeslee (pictured, left) brought their children to the center, where they were supposed to meet with Saunders in a conference room, police said. 

Police said the shooting happened before the visitation, RTV6's Derrik Thomas reported. Information on whether the children witnessed the shooting wasn't available. 

Blakeslee was being held without opportunity for bail Tuesday in the Randolph County Jail. 

Police said the shooting happened about 3 p.m. Monday. Arriving city police and sheriff's deputies were told by the director of the county's welfare office that a woman had shot a man and had been subdued by workers, sheriff's officials said. 

Saunders, 32, of Franklin, died at the scene. He was shot multiple times, Thomas reported. 

"She was on the floor, just yelling, when we got there," Sheriff Jay Harris said. "They (office workers) were all shook up quite badly." 

Winchester is about 20 miles east of Muncie

