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SPRINGFIELD -- A Bellingham mother convicted of trying to kill her sons by 

setting fires in their bedroom was ordered to undergo a psychiatric evaluation before she is sentenced. 

Mark Noonan, a lawyer for Carol Kampen, said his client was not interested in meeting with psychologists or doctors, and said she probably 
would not cooperate. 

But Superior Court Judge Mary Lou Rup said yesterday that a psychological evaluation would help her determine an appropriate sentence. 

"I will leave it to Miss Kampen if she wants to cooperate," the judge said. 

Rup postponed Kampen's sentencing until Oct. 22 at Salem Superior Court. 

A jury last month convicted Kampen, 44, of two counts of kidnapping, two counts of attempted murder and arson. 

Prosecutors said Kampen lit her two sons' bedroom on fire in February of 2001 and barricaded the door. 

Her 8-year-old son testified at the trial that she told the boys to inhale the smoke so that they would "die quicker." Her other son testified that 
she dragged a bureau in front of the door. 

Police testified that she admitted starting the fire. Prosecutors said she told tenants in the building to leave and left a note saying she wanted 
to kill the children to get back at her husband. 
