[image: image1.png]of 45 CFR § 303.5. Continuances which would frustrate the observance of these time
frames shall not be granted except upon a showing of extreme circumstances.

Whenever the Court deems a continuance necessary and valid service has been
made, prior to entry of a support order, the Probate and Family Court may enter a
temporary support order. Whenever a temporary support order is not entered, the case
will be further scheduled for hearing within two weeks or for the next DOR scheduled
block time unless another date is necessary to accommodate private counsel.

6.5 Based on the attached Schedule (Attachment H) indicating on a county-
by-county basis the number of days per week or month required for processing DOR
cases, the Probate and Family Court will reserve a block or blocks of time for the
establishment of paternity, the establishment of support orders, modification, and
enforcement actions, including actions for contempt and capias sweeps, of child support
orders and other pretrial motions in cases initiated by DOR, cases in which DOR has
received an Child Support Case Information Form and Child Support Enforcement
Services - Application Form and Agreement for services from a custodial parent, and
cases in which a noncustodial parent is seeking a downward modification. (See also
section 3A of this Attachment). After a request by DOR under the provisions of Section
5.18, to expand block time in excess of the numbers listed in Attachment H of this
Agreement, the Probate and Family Court will consult with DOR and will determine
when an adequate caseload exists to warrant the expansion of block time. When the
Court determines that an expansion of block time is warranted, the court shall promptly
take measures to schedule additional time necessary to accommodate the request. In
addition, the parties agree that any permanent changes in the-block time schedule,
whether necessitated by significant changes in the numbers of cases scheduled for
block time or by staffing needs, must be approved and agreed upon by the parties.

6.6 The Probate and Family Court recognizes the DOR's caseload may
require that a block time encompass more than one judicial session per week. If the
caseload requires the expansion of block time the court will attempt to accommodate
the request, provided DOR gives at least two (2) months notice in order to assure that
the court has sufficient judicial resources available.

The Probate and Family Court and DOR agree that some matters in which DOR
is the responding party or in which DOR seeks emergency relief cannot be scheduled in
block time. The Court will provide DOR access to its motion and trial calendars in
addition to block time for those matters. '

6.7 In counties which have an individual calendar in order to accommodate
DOR's uncontested IV-D child support caseload, the Probate and Family Court shall
institute a consolidated block time schedule in place of the individual calendar in the
Probate and Family court and its satellite sessions. Only “contested” IV-D cases shall
be scheduled in accordance with the individual calendar. “Contested” cases shall
include cases Presenting issues of law and complicated issues of fact, but shall not
include either cases that may be resolved by applying the Child Support Guidelines or
paternity cases in which a defendant does not agree to submit to a blood grouping or
genetic marker test. The Court shall permit DOR to proceed with the latter cases within
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